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PRO v. XXI II. 
When the Scorner ts puniſhed, the 


Simple is made wiſe: and when 


the Wiſe 1 inſtructed, he receiv- 
et / Knowledge. | 


HESE Words deliver to us 
the Counſel and Direction of 

one, who was in his Time 
the Oracle of the Eaſt; and 
they very well become his Character, either 


as 4 Teacher of Religion, or a Civil Ma- 


- A 2 —_ giſtrate. 
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ber It was no leſs a Perſon than that 


Illuſtrious King of Iſrael, to whom, as we 


read/t 1 Ringe iv. 29. God Zage Wiſdom and 


Uderflanding exceedi ng mich, aud Large- 


neſs of Heart, even as the Sand that is on 
the Kea bor. Whoſe ] Wiſdom excelled the 
WWildom of all the Children of the Eaſt- 
Chuntiy, and all the Wiſdom of Egypt. For 
he was wiſer than all Men, and his Fame 
was in all Nations round about. And there 


came if all. People to hear hie Wifc dom, 


from all Kings of the Earth which had 


heard Ex 2 Mehr, 


FROM n n can tho Patrons 
and Promoters of good Manners, and the 
fworn Enemies of Vice and Immorality, 
better take their Inſtructions, than from 
this their celebrated Predeceſſor, who firſt 
reclaimed himſelf, and afterwards took 
great Pains. in the Buſineſs of Reforming ; 
and to facilitate the good Work which we 
are this Day met together to encourage, 
ſought out and publiſhed to the World, 
a Collection of the wiſeſt Political and 
Moral Precepts, in order to colvgy by them 


_— the Firiven Informer,” 5 
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the Inftruttion of Wiſdom; Fuſtice, Fug: 
ment, and Equity ; to give Subtilty to the 
Simple, to the young” Me e, M0 
Oretien. | 


Ir might be hoped indeed, that rs the 
en of this renowned Author, and 
thoſe of the Prophets and Philoſophers that 
ſucceeded him; by the Advancement of 
Learning, and the Progreſs. and Improve- 
ment of humane Literature in the World; 
and eſpecially by the Diſcoveries and the 
Sanctions of the Revelation taught by our 
bleſſed Saviour, the Kingdom of Darkneſs 
would have been long ſince entirely van- 
quiſhed, the Seeds and Principles of Vice 
and Irreligion extirpated, and every Moral 
Virtue, every ſpiritual Grace, have ſhone 
forth in the Lives of Chriſtians at leaſt, 
and have been the Rule and Standard of 
their Actions. 1 
Bur how probable ſoever ſuch a happy 
Scene of Affairs might have been in. bare 
Theory, it is in Fact ſo far the contrary, 
that What we have chiefly learnt by our 

Modern 


6 . The Righteous Magiſtrate, 
Modern Knowledge, is to admire and ſet 
an higher Value upon Primitive Virtue and 


Piety. We have given ſo little Heed to 


the Leſſons written heretofore for our 
Learning, that notwithſtanding the Porce 


of the Charmer, and the Cry of Wiſdom in 


the Streets, Prov. i. 22. our ſimple ones ſtill 


oe Simplicity, our Scorners delight in their 
Frorning, and Fools hate Knowhſedge. Inſtead 


of fiehting manfully, and putting on the 


co Hole Armour & God, in their Chriſtian 


Warfare, the Generality of Men have either 


deſerted the Service, or by laying open 
and defenceleſs, have been ſurprized and 
made Captives. And fo far are the Tents 


of Ungodlineſs from loſing Ground, and 
being ſtreightned, that they ſeem rather 
to extend their Limits on all Sides, and to 
make Boaſt of their hy cog wr 


— 


of Sin, and Unſucceſsfulneſs of Virtue, is 
doubtleſs to be imputed to a deep-rooted 
Corruption in Man, and to the many Pre- 
judices he labours under, by Reaſon of 


L ? * Which, the Admonition of the Wiſe is fo 
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little effectual with him, and like the good 
Seed in the Parable of the Sower, by fall- 
ing on the Way-ſide, upon ſtony Places, or 
among 'Thorns, is for the moſt Part loſt, is 

devoured. by the Fowls of the Air, oz 
ſcorched up for Lack of Moiſture, or is 
overſhadowed and choken. To which we 
muſt alſo add, the Induſtry of the Enemy, 
whoſe Devices we are not ignorant of, and 
who, is apt to be ſowing his Tares while 
Men ſleep. The Artifices of the Devil are 
no doubt ever countermining the Means af 
Grace, and his Emiſſaries employed in 
ſpreading the Contagion of Sin, in adding 
to the Number of the Sons of Perdition, 
and making all the Proſelytes he can to- 
Vice and Irreligion. | 


Ix has been indeed the Complaint of 
good Men in almoſt every Age, that the 
Wickedneſs of their Times was greater than 
any of the foregoing ; and the gradual Cor- 
ruption, and ſucceſſive Degeneracy of the 
Moral, as well as the Natural World, has 
been a very commonly received Opinion. 
The Wiſe Man indeed takes it to be other- 
wiſe, 
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ue and ſays, that they who Daiwa 


the Notion, do not enquire wiſely concerning 


that Matter. The Truth of the Caſe may 
perhaps be this, that Vice and Virtue have 
their Seaſons and Viciffitudes, and contri- 
bute in ſome Meaſure to introduce each 
other; it is very natural for an Age of Pre- 
ciſeneſs and Formality, to be followed by 

one that is licentious and diſſolute; ; difficult 


Times, and Perſecution, cauſe Seriouſneſs 
and a Regularity of Manners; and the 


Peace and Proſperity which good Manners 
introduce, help again to weaken the Di- 
ſcipline. of Religion, and to make Men leſs 


circumſpect. 


As corrupt as the preſent Age is, we 
may, without any Compliment to it, ſay, 


that there have been Times more profi gate; 


nor are we to imagine, that becauſe Vice 


Kill abounds, ies all the Pains that 


have been taken to withſtand it, have been 
thrown away and inſignificant ; it ought 


rather to be argued, how much worſe the 
World would have been than it is, were it 


wholly abandoned and deftitute of the 
| Preachers 
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Preachers Inſtruction, and the Magiſtrate's 
Diſcipline. It may, I believe, be truly 
. aid, that within our own Memory there 
has been an Alteration for the better, and 
fome Progrefs made in the Cure of the 
Evil we complain of. The bolder Sort of 
Sinners, who boaſt of their Wickedneſs, 
and glory in their Shame, are not * 
to be work'd upon by Exhortation; but 
the Fear of Puniſhment, or the Smart of it, 
may be a Terror to the moſt hardned, and 
at the ſame time a Check to the Weak 
and Unwary. en the Scorner is puniſhed, 
ſays Solom:n in the Text, the Simple is made 


wiſe : and when the Miſe is inſtructed, be 
receiveth Knowledge, 


FROM which Maxim, to engage your 
Perſeverance in the good Work that has 
been carrying on, it will not be improper 
to ſuggeſt to you the Two following Ob- 
ſervations, ig. 


Firſt, Tyar to reform Vice and Immo- 
rality, is the proper Buſineſs, not only of 
the Miniſters of Religion, but alſo of the 

B Ma- 
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10 The Righteons Magiſtrate, 
Magiſtrates, who are ordained of God for 
the Puniſhment of evil doers. And; | 


Secondly, Tnar to be aiding and aſſiſting 
to them in the Execution of this their Of- 


fice, is a very laudable Employment, and 
the trueſt Way of Promoting the Intereſts 


of Religion, and the Happineſs of Civil 


Society. 


[THERE is no doubt but that the Mini- 
ſters of God's Word are, by their Profeſſion 
and. Office, bound in Duty, above all o- 
thers, to be Promoters of Righteouſneſs ; to 
ſet off and recommend Virtue to the World, 
by all the Arts of Perſwaſion; 70 aamnifo 
evil doers, and ſet before them h Terrors 
of the Lord; and be ſtill labouring to Furl 


the Diſobedicnt to the Wiſdom of the Fuſt, 


by reproving, rebuking, and exhorting them, 
_ with all Long-ſuffering and Doctrine. 


Ax p as this is their Obligation, ſo we 
hope likewiſe that it is, and will continue 


to be their Practice; 9 and we have the Com- 


fort of ſeeing the Bagg Effe their Paſtoral 
Laabours 
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Labours have upon the ingenuous and well 
diſpoſed; upon all ſuch as have Ears to 
hear , and receiving the Seed ſown in an 
honeſt and uncorrupt Heart, bring forth 
Fruit in Abundance. It muſt be acknow- 
ledged, as loud as our Complaints are of 
the Wickedneſs of the Times, that Reli- 
gion is not without its Influence in our 
Land; and that Piety and Virtue have in 
every Corner of it their Diſciples and Pro- 
ſelytes. The many full and ſerious Con- 
gregations, particularly in and about this 
| 0 populous City, that regularly attend upon 
a | the Service of God, the Hearing of his 
Word, and the Partaking of his Sacra- 


F ments; and their various and plentiful 
3 Benevolence to the Poor, which is lent 


unto the Lord, are in all Appearance, and 
ſhould in Charity be admitted, as Tokens 
of their being mindful of the one Thins 
needful ; that they have their ſpiritual In- 
tereſts, and the Care of their Immortal 
Souls, at Heart; and are about the Buſi- 
neſs, and in the Way that leads to Life 
Eternal. ; | 
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Bur how great ſoever the Number of 
| theſe is, which may the Influence of the 
Divine Grace be every Day increaſing, it 
is withal notorious; that the Children of 
Diſobedience and Perdition, the profane 
and ungodly Workers of Iniquity, are ma- 
ny Legions ; who, as the Apoſtle deſeribes 
them to the Philippians iii. 18. walk as 
Enemies of the Croſs of Chriſt, whoſe 
End. is  Deſtruttion, whoſe God is their 
Belly, and whoſe Glory is in their Shame. 
Whether it be ſuch as ſay with their Lips, 
as the Pſalmiſts Fool did in his Heart, 
there is no God ; or ſuch as deny his Pro- 
vidence, deſpiſe his Laws, and arraign his 
Juſtice. There is indeed ſearce any kind 
of Blaſphemy, but what is openly uttered 
by Men of Reprobate Minds, to the Diſ- 
honouf of our Chriſtian Profeſſion, and in 
Defiance of Hell Torments. 


Tur common Swearer, who delights in 
vain Oaths, and on every frivolous Occa- 
ſion, challenges that God, who will not 
Bold him guiltleſs, to damn his Soul eter- 

nally 3 
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nally ; the Drunkard, who makes it his 


| Buſineſs to intoxicate himſelf and others, 


and Day after Day, to wallow in Intems- 
perance ; the Impure and Laſcivious, who 


breaking through all the Ties of Modeſty, 


is. continually acting over his lawleſs and 
Adulterous Scenes, is ever making Proſti- 
tutes, and enticing to Crimes, on which 
the Vengeance of Heaven is denounced, 
not in Secret only, but in open View, and 
in our Streets; theſe and the like Offen- 
ders are for the moſt Part deaf to Admo- 
nition, out of the Way of receiving Coun- 
ſel; and Deſpiſers of Inſtruction. Solomon 
in the Text, and in other Paſſages of his 
Writings, calls them Scorners, i. e. Deri- 
ders of all that is Sacred and Civil; ory 
as the Apoſtle terms them, Scoffers, who 
while they walk after their own Lifts, 


take a Pride in their Diſobedience, and 
are arrived at ſo ſhameleſs and conſum- 


mate a Degree of Confidence, as to de- 
ſpiſe, and make a Mock at the Frowns of 


the Almighty, and be merry under a Sen- 
tence of Damnation, 


SUCH 


Such audacious Criminals are not to 
be wrought upon by the Spirit of Meck- 
neſs; Stripes are for the Back of ſuch 


born in vain, if it be not for their Cor- 
rection. There was a Time indeed, when 
the Meſſengers of God could rebuke Sin 
with ſuch Authority, as not to want the 
Aſſiſtance of the Secular Arm, and made 


without the Help of the Magiſtrate, than 


; his moſt zealous Concurrence. It was the 
Pleaſure of the Almighty to introduce into 
the World ſucceſſively, after this extraor- 
dinary manner, the Fezwih and the Chri- 
ſtian Religion; the Miracles of Moſes kept 
the ſtubborn Hraclites in Awe, , made the 
Egyptian Government tremble; and got 
the better of the hardned Heart of Pha- 
roah: and his Idolatrous Hoſt: And the 
Evangeliſts and Apoſtles wreſtled not only 
againſt Fleſh aud Blood, but againſt Princi- 


4 
4 


of the Darkneſs of this J/orld, and got the 
better 
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Fools; and the Sword of the Ruler is 


greater Progreſs in reclaiming the Vicious, 


they have ever ſince been able to do with 


palities, agaiuſt Prevers, againſt the Rulers 


— 
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better of them all; and- well they might, 
and their Inſtructions be ſubmitted to with 
an- intire Obedience, while with a Word 
ſpeaking they could make Elymas the 
Sorcerer blind, and ſtrike A4nnanjas and 
Sapphira dead for their Perfidiouſneſs, 


Writs inveſted with this Power, the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel could in a literal 
Senſe teach in Demonſtration of the Spirit ; 
having nothing they poſleſled all Things; 
and were in more Affluence and higher 
Credit, than any of their Succeſſors have 
been raiſed to, by the Reyenues and Dig- 
nities which pious States or Princes have 
conferred upon them. | 


Bur that Diſpenſation being temporary 
only, and long ſince expired, and the fur- 
ther Propagation of the Goſpel left to the 
ordinary Aſſiſtance of God's Grace, in Con- 
junction with humane Means, the Miniſters 
of Religion, how induſtrious ſoever in the 
Buſineſs of their Office, are in no Condition, 


without the Aid of the Secular Power, to 
reſtrain the Profane and Impious from glo- 


rying 
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rying in their own Iniquities, from corrnpt- 
ing m_ and ſpeaking Ib PLANE Wy E "hg 


— 
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5 ave therefore it nas been the Care of 
our Legiſlature, as of moſt wife Governments, 
for the Maintenance of true Religion, and 
the Promoting above all ＋. hings God's Honour 
and Ghry, to enforce by humane Laws the 
Obligation of Moral Virtues, and by Penal- 
ties inflicted to deter the Diſobedient. Our 
Princes, and thoſe in Authority under 
them, have, of late Years eſpecially, very 
much preſſed, by repeated Injunctions, the 
putting thoſe good Laws in Execution; 
Proclamations have been frequently iſſued 
forth for this Purpoſe, and ſcarce any con- 
ſiderable Commiſſion granted, without 
waking the Puniſhment of Wickedneſs and 
Vice, and the Maintenance of Religion and 
Virtue, its firſt and principal Direction. 


HoweEves, little has been the Benefit, 
and vain have been the Hopes of good 
Men, from theſe Endeavours of the Publick, 
While a Zeal has been jw anting in private 

Perſons 
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Perſons to proſecute the Offenders; | wh 
an imprudent Tenderneſs and falſe Mode- 
ſty kept Men from Informing, and giving 
Evidence, the Power of the Magiſtrate was 
as uſeleſs as a Sword in the Hands of a 
Statue, and as little terrifying. 


- Wnart Praiſes therefore and Encomi- 
ums may we not juſtly offer to thoſe faiths 
ful Servants and valiant Soldiers of the 
Lord, who have liſted themſelves under 
the Banners of Chriſt for this particular 
Service, and have determined, at all Ha- 
zards, by Honour and Diſbonour, through 
evil Report and good Report, to engage the 
Powers of Darkneſs, and harrafs the Tents 
of Ungodlineſs, and with an undaunted 
Valour and indefatigable Induſtry, to carry 
on the Attack againſt Vice and Irreligion, 
though covered with he fiery Darts of the 
I/icked; and the Hatred and Oppoſition * 
2 e e World. 


o be thus Aiding and Aſſiſting to the 
Powers ordained of God, for the Puniſhmeni# 
4 evil * is a very laudable Employ- 

| C ment, 
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ment, and the trueſt Way of promoting 
the Intereſts of Religion, and the Happi- 
neſs of Civil Society. For though the 
Seorner himſelf may be too far gone in 
Iniquity to be reclaimed, yet by his being 
puniſhed, the Simple. may be made wiſe, the 
young and unexperienced may reap Benefit 
by the Admonition, and be kept! from rie- 
ing in the Counſel. ob the Ungedhy, from: fands 
ing in the Way. of Sinners, aud rue "oe 
ut 1 * * the Seon * | 


TH HE | beſt VO REI ankle: the Core 
ruption of Youth, and indeed of the Gene- 
rality of thofe, whofe Leiſure and Circum- 
ſtances lay them open to Femptations, is 
the intire Suppreſſion of thoſe - Seminaries 
of Vice, and Marts of Immorality, where 
Sin is made a Traffick of; and in Defiance 
of all Authority, both Divine and Humane, 
the Sobriety, Madeſty, and Virtue, nay, 
the Lives and Fortunes of . fach Numbers: 
of our People, continually fall a Sacrifice. 
Where the Agents and Commiſſaries of the 
Devil, whoſe Labour and Care it is to re- 
fine _ Senſuality, and to make the 
Com- 


nd the Ve Tyformer. 


| Commiſſion of Vice more eaſe and enter- 
raining? . ſeduce their unhappy Votaries 
from one' Degree of Wickednefs to another; 
from Intemperance to Chambering and 
Wantonfleſs, from thente to high Gaming, 
attended with Quartels, Oaths, and Impre- 
cations ; from the ill Fortune of the Dice, 
to Frauds, Thefts, and Robberies upon the 
High-Way ; and from thence to the e Fes 


of Execution. 


Any can we here omit congratulating 
the eminent Services and ſucceſsful Endea- 
vours of thoſe that have of late been, in 
this Particular, fo conſpicuous and praife= 
worthy ? who have detected, purſued, and 
brought to Juſtice, ſo many of theſe Har- 
bourers of Ungodlinefs, and Combinations 
of Iniquity, and are ſtill in Queſt of their 
ſhatter d Remains, to chace them out of 
our Land, and extirpate them, for the 
Amendment and Honour of the preſent 
Age, and the Happineſs and Benefit of 


many* future ones. 
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In. been the Ba of Zeal, 
| whoſe Meaning is generally honeſt, to be 
often miſled by the Devices of . the 
Crafty, to the carrying on of Error, Su- 
perſtition, and Cruelty”; and to be the 
chief Actor in moſt of the Perſecutions that 
haye been undergone for Truth and Righ- 
teouſneſs ſake. And indeed ſuch is the 
- Number and Intricacy of the Doctrines 
contended for among Men, ſo great is the 
Variety of Opinions, and ſo ſtrong the Pre- 

poſſeſſions and Prejudices of the Worid, that 
it requires more than ordinary Skill and 

good Fortune wholly to avoid Error, and 
to conduct our ſelyes, in all the Diſputes 
we may be ingaged in, according to Know- 
ledge. - But in the Buſineſs of Reforming 
Vice and. Immorality, we have the Conx 
ſent of all Nations, and the T 'houghts of 
Mankind have been unanimous; in this 
Sphere, Religious Zeal may freely exert it 
ſelf with all imaginable Safety, to the real 
Glory of God, and the common Benefit of 
. 45 World; and the more extenſively and 
; , Yigorouſly it acts, vill be the more praiſc- 
W orthy: 
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worthy. V For! the ſelf-condemned. Hereſio 

of a corrupt and ſinful Life, has no Plea 
to offer for its being tolerated; nor are 
Ungodlineſs and Vice to be animadverted 

upon with Lenity and Moderation. The 
chief Benefits and Advantages which Civil 
Society reaps from Religion, are the Prin- 
ciples it inſtils of Righteouſneſs, Tempe- 
rance, and Juſtice; and one of the principal 
Inſtructions of the Miniſters of our Bleſſed 
Lord's Goſpel is, to reclaim Sinners from 
the Error of their Ways, and to puriſie to 
their Maſter a en People zealous 9. 
800d Works. | 


Is our + Heaven Father be ſo Jelighted 

with the Converſion of Men, that there 7s 

„ Jo in Heaven over one Sinner that repent- 
eth; ſhould not every Servant of God con- 
tribute what he can to increaſe that Joy, 

by turning many unto Righteouſneſs ?' Can 
good Men employ their Time more ho- 
nourably, than in giving their helping 
Hand to make ſuch Converts 2 The Work 
indeed is very great, and ſtands in Need 

| * the Aſſiſtance of Men of all Orders and 
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— 4 to ſtem the Torrent of Vice, a 
correct the overgrown Enormities of a cor- 
rupted World. Every one ſhould upon this 
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| onous Weeds, thoſe Banes- of Society, and 
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2 2 The Righteous AM. e 


Service miner, as the Apoltle ſays, be 
Gifts of God in them to Edifying ; the Pow- 
erful and Great ſhould protect and encow- 
rage the Exerciſe of Virtue, making it the 
Rule of their Practice, the Object of their 


Eſteem, and the ſureſt Recommendation to 


their Favour, Vice and Immorality ſhould 


always fall under their Frowns, be kept in 


Awe by their high Characters, feel the 


Weight of their Diſpleaſurc, and be dif- 


countenanced and ſhamed by the Bright- 
neſs of their Example. In a Word, to 
increaſe the Foy there is in Heaven, by 
turning many. unto Righteonſneſs, Men of 
all Ranks ſhould contribute. the Influence 
of their Power, Riches, Example and In- 
co the ſetting forward of * 


ork. 


able © 


LY 


Wrar ſhall we ſay then af thoſe poi- 


Enemies of God and Man; who; inſtead 


in 5 the World, go about Cor- 
rupting 


andthe Fons riuw0us s Informer. 23 


rupting it 5 Sedueing the weak and un: 
wary into all Vice, "tempting Men to 
ſtifle or defy their Conſcienoe, o blaf⸗ 
pheme againſt their Maker, deſpiſe his 
Laws, and make a Mock at Hell Tor- 
ments 2. Ridiculing all Virtue, and impus 
dently mak ing a Boaſt of all Wickednefs) 
employing their T ongues and Wits in JA 


zhineſs and fooli iſh 7. alking ; and in rendring 
good Manners, the Fear of God, and the 


Practice of true Piety, AS much as in them 
lies, contemptible among Men. 


AND what can theſe Inſtruments and 
Underworkers of the old and ſubtle Tem- 
pter propoſe to themſelves by ſuch fpiteful 
Pains and malicious Induſtry, but to inhe- 
rit a ſurer Portion of the Wages of Sin, 
which is Eternal Death? while the dili- 
gent and faithful Servant of God, who 
endeavours to make Profelytes to Virtue, 
and that his Lord s Kingdom may come, 
and bis Will be done in Earth, as ic is in 
Heaven, to crown his Religious Induſtry, 
and compleat his Joy, has an Aſſurance 

E of 


24 *. 7 ' Righteous Magiſtrate, &c. 


of ;nheritin g hereafter that glorious and 
promiſed Recompence that they who are 
inſtrumental, by their Authority or In- 
ſtruction, by their Diligence, Example, or 

Influence, in turning many unto Righteouſ- 


neſe, ſhall cover here a Multitude of Sins, 


and ſhine forth in the Life to come, as the 
Stars for ever and ever. 


2e which 3 Condition, God of 
his infinite Mercy bring us all, for 
the Sake of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


Amen. NR 
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ACCOUNT; 


5 $110-Bai TH E 
PROGRESS made in the 


| Circ of London and Ve dea, er, 


And Places adjacent, 


By the Societies for Promoting 
2 Reformation of Manners; 


By Furthering the Execution of the LAWS 
againſt Prophaneneſs and amo 
and other e 


H B Laid SOCclE 
of their Deſt 800 ig 
1721, to the Firſt © — 2 
divers ſorts of Onde 


0 in P 
t of December 
A Proſecuted 


70 22 „ 


fLewd and Diſorderly Practices 1223 
1 of Bawdy and Diſorderiy T 


Houſes, — 35 

f For? Exerciſing their Trades or - Only 5 
| Callings on the Lord's. Day L J3 
Prophane Swearing and Curſing — 201 


Drunkenneſs 8 


The faid Sovieties have alſo. 1085 Aſſiſting in? 
Proſecuting Common Gameſters and theirs 77 
Aſſociates — — 


For Keeping Common Gaming Hes 27 
The Total Number of Perſons proſecuted by they 


| Socieres, in and near *London only, for De- 
bauchery and Prophaneneſs, for 32 Years laſto 84720 
aft, are calculated ar Eighry Four Thouſand\ 

Seven Hundred and Twenty. 


IF 
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F Impiety and Debauchery had gone 

on ſpreading and increaſing among us 
for the laſt Thirty Tears, at that prodigious 
rate as they did for many Years before, 
we had aſſuredly been one of the moſt 
profligate Nations in the Chriſtian World; 
and that under the cleareſt Light and 
greateſt Advantages for the knowing and 
practiſing our Duty, of almoſt any other 
Nation; which muſt probably have reduced 
us to a very miſerable Condition long before 
now; but by the Blefling of Go p upon the 
Wi various Endeävours of the Societies of ſeve- 
4 val Sorts for promoting Religion, and Re- 
formation of Mangers, a wonderful Checl: 
W | hath been given ig the Prevalency of the 
W' moſt ſcandalous Viteg and in many Inſtan- 
1 ces, a viſible Reformation has enſued, 


' Tu Reaſonableneſs of uniting in Societies, 
W for the more effectual carrying on a Work 
of this Nature, need not be farther prov*d; 
1 after what has been ſaid with ſo much Ad- 
3 vantage upon that Subject in the Annual 
N. formation Sermons; as alſo by the Excellent 
Author of the Whole Duty of Man, who, in 
his Treatiſe of the Cauſes of the Decay of: Chri- 
ſtian Piety, hath this remarkable Paſſage : The 
Scandal, faith he, brought apon Religion, as. 
it was not contratted by the Irregularities of one 
cr two Perſons, but by aſſociated and common 
Crimes; ſo neither will it be removed by 4 few 
ſingle 


SE 

| fotele and private Reformations. There muff be 
Combinations and pablick Confederacies in Vir- 
tue, to ballance and counterpoiſe thoſe of Vite, or 
ſhe will never recover that Honour which ſbe ac- 


quired by the general Piety of her Profeſſors. by 


 Tranxs be to Go p, many ſuch Combi- 
nations and publick Confederacies are now 
in Being, who make it a great Part of 
their Buſineſs to oppoſe aſſociated as well as 
particular Offenders. 1” 2200 
Tk Societies for Reformation of Manners 
are eminently of that Number: And the 
Uſefulneſs of ſuch Confederacies is vilible 
from what has been aQually brought about 
by Means of the ſaid Societies, beyond what 
could have been hoped for from any private 
Endeavours. Multitudes, for 25 Years laſt 


paſt, have been proſecuted, and puniſhed 


according to Law, for lewd and ſcandalous 
Practices. Great Numbers of Baudy-Houſ- 
es, and other diſorderly Houſes, have been 
ſuppreſſed and ſhut up, and the Streets were 
very much purged from the wretched. Tribe 
of Night-walking Proſtitutes, and molt deteſtabie 
Sodomites. Many young Men, taken with 
lewd Women, have, by their being broughr 
to timely Shame and Puniſhment, been diſ- 
couraged and turned (as we have Reaſon to 
hope) from following ſuch ſinful Courſes, 
which often 'cauſe them to defraud. their 
Parents, Maſters, Cc. and bring themſelves 

| A 2 | to 


[4] 
to utter Ruine. Moreover, many Thouſands 
of Books have been diſperſed by theſe Societies 
throughout the Kingdom, and put into the 
Hands of lewd and profane . Perſons, to 
awaken them to a Senſe, of their Sins. By 
theſe various Methods, many Perſons have, 
by the Bleſſing of Go p, been brought to 
a Senſe of their Sin and Danger; and tho? 
they have at firſt heeh exaſperated againſt 
the Inſtruments of awakening them out of 
their dreadful Lethargy, and ſtopping them 
in their ſinſul Courſes; yet have afterwards 
bleſſed Go p for their Recavery, and been 
heartily. thankful to thoſe, Who have been 


ſerviceable to them therein. 


Ja bEP WILEDFOR S120) -cafi 35575 
is Waere begun by a very ſew 
* 
the great Good which, by Go p's Bleſſing, 
very much animated their Endeavours. 


Perſons, has mightily ſpread it ſelf, not only 
in Great Britain, but in Foreign Parts. And 
has been done by the ſaid Societies, has 
They baye hkewiſs; been encouraged by 
ſeveral Royal 1 Orders of Sel- 


dias, Preſentments. af Gaand-Juries in many 


Counties in. Eng/ang., by the Lord-Mayor 

eee 
Landan; by many Sermons of the Right 
Reverend the Biſhops, and other eminent 
21vines, preached to the Societies, and pub- 
iſhed throughout the Kingdom; and by the 


Writings, of other learned Men; as alſo b 


* 


the ſolemn Approhation of à conſiderable 


Number 


be 3 — — 


1 
Number of Lords Spiritual and Temporal; 
and the Honourable Judges of Exgland and 
Ireland, and the Commiſſioners of ſeveral 
Proteſtant Churches. 540432 


; | . | Fa © wh 1 
I x muſt be confeſſed, That Profaneneſ 
and Debauchery do ſtill too much abound; 
yet it cannot be deny*d, but that they are 
reformed, in their various Branches, to a ve- 
remarkable Degree; from "whence ?tis 
evident, that ſince this Work has had ſuch 
conſiderable Succeſs, notwithſtanding the 
many and great Difficulties it has ſtruggled 
with, much greater Advances might have 
been expected, had there been a more ge- 
neral and hearty Concurrence of Perſons of 
all Orders amongſt us, in Proportion to the 
Greatneſs of the Concern. 85 


Tos therefore that have a juſt Zeal 
for the Honour of Gop and Religion; who 
deſire to prevent the ſpreading of the Le- 

„proſie of Sin; who are unwilling to have 
their Children, and other Relations, or their 
Friends and Servants, corrupted by ill Ex- 
amples and wicked Allurements: Thoſe that 
ſincerely wiſh well to thoſe excellent and 
hopeful Nurſeries of Pieiy and good Man- 
ners, the ChaRITry- Schools; and would 

be heartily grieved to ſee the Chriſtian 

Ignſtruction and. pious. Education that Chil- 

dren receive therein miſcarry, through pre- 
vailing open Temptation to ne, 
eee 


* 0 


and a general Contempt of Religion: Thoſe, 
laſtly, who have any due Love to their 
Country, and would prevent a National 


Guilt, and thereby keep off National Judg- 


ments, cannot poſſibly, one would think, 


but heartily approve and aſſiſt this uſeful 
Deſign for Suppreſſing Profaneneſs and Im- 


morality. 


Now, Whereas ſome have moſt malici- 
-_ ouſly infinuated, That it is not Refor- 
mation which is intended, but the 
getting of Money. from the Delin- 
quents; and by ſuch baſe and vile 
Reports, have impoſed on ſome very 
well-meaning People: It is hereby 
declared to the World, That ſuch 

a Charge upon theſe Societies is ab- 
ſolutely falſe. It is allowed, that 
there have been ſome baſe and wick- 

ed Perſons, (not engag'd, or in the 
leaſt concern'd in the Societies for Re- 
formation of Manners) who have ex- 
torted Money from Offenders, and 
ſometimes from honeſt Men. But 

all ſuch Practices are utterly deteſted 

by theſe Societies, (who, it is well 
known, have ſtrictly enquired after 
ſuch Perſons, and when diſcover'd, 

- - have brought them to Puniſhment) 
nor do they know or believe, that 
| any engaged in theſe Societies are 
| chargeable: therewith. And to pre- 


7 


C 243 


vent, as much as is poſſible, all Suſ- 


- 
* 
- 
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icion. of a mercenary Deſign or 
Principle in any that act in the Bu- 
ſineſs of Reformation; the GENTLEMEN: 
concern'd, have all along recommend. 
ed it, and indeed inſiſted upon it. 
with thoſe of the Societies, Who have 
given Informations | againſt Vice or, 
Profanene , that they ſhould never. 
receive that Part of the Penalty 
which the Law allows the Informer; 
and it has not come to their Knows 
ledge, in upwards of Twenty: Tears. 
time, that any one Perſon. + thoſa 


N | Societies have acted otherwiſe, How- 


. ever, if at any time hereafter it 
| ſhould happen, that any Perſon or 
Perſons, concerned in any of the 


Societies for promoting Reformation 


of Manners, ſhould be chargeable with 
any of the evil Practices before. 
mentioned, or even with taking the 
Reward which the Law allows them; 
it is humbly requeſted of all that are 
keartily concerned for the Intereſt of 
Religion, that they will give them 
Notice thereof. 


V. Z. The Perſons concerned in theſe Societies 
confine Their Proſecutions to the Offences men- 
tioned in this Account. 8 


AN» 


[8 ] 

Ax p for the further Preventing any 
Objections ſrom thoſe who are too much 
diſpoſed to raiſe them, againſt this neceſ- 
ſary Work of Reformation; that there is 
more Regard had to the Puniſhment, than 
to the Converfion 'of profane, and vicious 
Perſons; it may not be improper to ac- 
quaint the World, That in Conjunction 
with the other pious and proper Methods, 
of Inſtruction, Admonition, and Reproof, 
which are uſed by the Societies, to awaken 
Men to a Senſe of their Sins, and Con- 
cern for their Souls, 'the Number of large 
Books, and leſſer Diſcourſes, that have been 
wrote by ſome of the Members of the 
Societies . for Reformation, or which they 
have procured to be wrote and publiſhed 
by others, and have given away at their 
own Charge, in this and other Kingdoms, 
for the Furthering of the Reformation of 
this, and other Nations, and the particular 
Converſion of ſuck Offenders. as they have 
brought to Puniſhment for their crying 
Enormities, are calculated at more than 
Four Hundred Thouſand. 


The Number of Books given away J __.. 
by the Societies, above A740, 00 
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